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In Favor of lis Passage Over |
the President's Veto,
-
On Saturday the Honse Ponsion Committoe
gubmitted & vnauimons roport rocommending

the passage of the Depondent PPension Will over
the President’s veto. Thursday, Feb, 24, wa
fized for thwe considoration of the report, the
full text of

The Committee on Invalid Ponsmons, to whmn
avas submitted the bill (H. R. 10457) for the w
Jiof of depovdent parents, and honorably-dis-
chinrged soldiers sud g who are now dis-
abled and dopendoot upon their own labor for
support, and the mwossage the President,
Flaliug his objections thereln, im\l‘.l. had said
bill and accompuuving message under consid-
gration, respectlally submit the lollowing

Two facts will arrest Uhe al of
our who vends the message under considera
tion : the firet is, that no elyection s made lo
the bill on any proun ibutionality
The right of Congress to ¢nact the law is not
guestioned ; all the guestions raisod are ues
tions of mere expedieney. The other is, that
the first seotion of the bill is not Lou« hed upo
by the message, and no intimation is given by
the Presiflent as o whether Chat of
jtsol alone, ombodving us it dors un independ-
ent proposition, and m specifi
cilly urged by the Socretary of the Iuterior in
Biis last annual roport, meets with his approval
or disapproval

The message is devoted wholly to the second
section of the bill, aud this report is intended
to meet the oljeetions the Prosident has seen
fit 10 LR arninsEt thiut

The subjec-mutters ambraesd in the second
seolion bhave, sinee the ear licst duys of this Con-
gress, recci the om and continuod st
gention of this commities, und & briel history
of what bas boon dope may not be altopother
uninteresting, and, indeed, secms to be mude
pocessury, in order that a more thorough un-
derstanding of the facts way be had.

The Lill appear:s to have been introduced by
the writer of this report, and wasso introduced
oun the 10th of Javuary, 1857, Months before
that time, however, exeept o8 to the fourth sec
tion of said bill, the bill hed been sgreed upou
by this committer alter long, careful and ex-
huustive doliberation, and the committee hiad
directed that any privilege belonging 1o it as a
committee ghould mnot be allowed to esoape
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without an attempt to pass the bill in the |

Jouso,

When this Congress metl & number of impor-
tannt muttersof gencral pension legislation were
pressed upon the wttention of the committe;
gome of them, in onr jullgment, jnvelving the
expenditure of more moncy than is caused by
this bill. The arrears proposition was pressed
with great foree and earncstness; a propo-
gition to equalize hountics, to pension prisoncrs
of war, and a general service pension bill to
peusion all the soldiers of the Union at $5 per
mouth, besides many others of less magnitude,
but cu having its ospecial chumpions, who
wore continucusly coutending for precodence
bofore vour comwittee. The conclusion was
that the really indigent soldiers were first of
all entitledl to some reliof, and that relief to
them would satisly, in g measure, the demaunds
for meny othor kinds of legisiation ; and with

this iu view, your commitice went to work to |

frame s bill upon which weconld sll agree, and
which we believed, in that regard, would meot

the immediate necds of our ex-soldiers, as well |

s the approval of the country,

On the 1st doy of Mavch, 1886, Mr. Elisherry,
of Olio, ivtrodneed a bill (H. E. 6230) entitled
“A bill gravting pensions toall invalid soldiers,
or their widows, of the United States in the
lute civil war who are dependent upon their
Auily labor for sapport,” The first section of
this bill, out of delerence tothe geutleman who
was its autbor, as he had so porsistently pressed
s to give the subjoct prefercoee over all other
mensures, was taken as the frame work for the
bill agreed upon by the committee. It will he
ascertained upon examination that the Ells-
borry bill provides a pousion for a total disabil-
ity, nud ulso for an “inferior disability an
awount proportionate to that,”™ and so whea
the oriticiom was first mwade in rclation to the
bill mow ander eonsidoration that the class of
pengions embraced by said bill was not well
dolined, this committos sol about, with sowe
spprehension, to inguire whethor there was
thit vaguceness or ambliguity that laid it open
to the objoctions stated,

After the most painstaking, candid, and judi.
cinl cousideration of the subject, we are com-

Mled o ipsist thet the coustruction given it
E; the committes, as stated upon the floor of
the House st the thme the bill passed, is the only
fnir interpretation tobe put upon it. It provides
but one peusion, and that pension is one of §12
permonth, and is glven for a total inubility to
procure & sulsistenec by daily lnbor.,” There is
no provision for auy less rate, nor for any loss
dogree of dicabiility than a tota) inability, and
it s further provided thut “such ponsion shall
oontinue Auring the existence of the disability
in the degree herein provided.,” What degrec?
Thore is but the ope provided for, and that is
& degree of tola] inubility to procure a sub-
sistence by duily laber,
cruphasize is thut bat one peosion is provified,
and to gltain it a degree of tolul inability to
procure subsisteuce by daily lubor must be
ghown, and that it is further expressly stated
thut the ponsion shall only eontinue while that
dogree of inability continnes

By some strange cirenmstauce this provision
of the LI wwhidh fixos Th
thie ovided for ghall continue, und
glutes us aptly us lnnguage cun state anything
that it ahind! be groe’"’ provided for
therein, ha the attention of the ¥xe
cutive and other eritios referred to by bim, whe
stok to place o construction upon thebill differ-
enl frow that which wus clearly intended and
wlikch we bolieve is clearly exprossed. All agro
tiul the bill cwbhraces those who have this
d: sroe of !rn._l.__,l:'-_ 'I'!n; UI.‘.:. u:i"'\?"fu
al sssoe s whether 11 doss nol embrace more
than Lhat In the light of the
lwitation that is placed by the bill as to the
tie during which the pension shall continue
wo stbmit with confidence 1o the diseriminat.
fur judgment of the House and the count ry
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thiat bul oue construction can be given it, und
Lhut s the ose sdopted by your commities,
But the Predident savs that * if the bill had

beon intended 10 cmbrace only those who were
totnlly unable to laxbor it would have been very
euny 1o express that ides instead of recoguizing,
g isdone, u * dogrec’ of such illllb“ll.\',” 1‘11 18
may be trag, but the guestion is not whether
tho lungunge is the most apl to give expression
1o an den, but rather what is the iden expressed
and what s intended by the bill : and in view
of the fact that the last words used in the bill,
and words which preseribe the right to & peu-
Sion W oxist only o one class who have * the
doproc” of disability provided for, ontirely ex.
cludes the counstraction sought 1o be given by

the Presidest that more thay one cluss wonld

b included

These words are used in preseribing the right |
to & pension under the bill, and are not mere
Tusken altogether, und
nul 8o delicitely unalyzed that the refinement
of a chemical experimont is excceded iu an
elflort to doaway with the pluin provisions of |
the bill, we aguin subuit to the jodgment of |
the House and the country that those who

words uf dosoription.

framod the bill, after months of ecareful, de

liberate eonsultation, bave made no mistake,
aud have embreced but oneolass, and that class
ean be wall deseribed as those * totally unable
to Ixbor™ aod * who sre depondent upon their

dally lsbor for support.”

But it is usked what is a support, and bow is
The suswer to that
35 that this very question for 25 years hias been
adjudicated by the Pension Office, and in per-
haps more thay 10,000 cases, Whenever a claim

5t to be fairly deterwined ¥
bas beon

then able 0 earn his

support by daily lal
Under this bill > 1 y Res

rating pousions is & {arce, for u
of disubilities under the general law the

F{»nsmn is fixed in amount ranging from

for surning a sunport by manugl lubor,

This section of the bill is 1o bo constroed gs
all uthor luws or lagal instrowents src con- |

The point we wish to |

time daring which |

express |

made by u dependeut futher, one of | of the Rev
the matorial inguiries was, was the claimant
bimsclf, al the time of the death of the soldier,
bappefing ju sole cases many years before, |

the inguiry will be one that | therewith as may
wWill relate ouly to the dute of the filing of the | under considerati
application, and for that reason can be the more
easily sdjudicated. If the Pension Offio: cannot
adjudicate that question, the whole business of

linary meaning and soreptation.
or other meaning that by the practioe of the

ged, so that words used shonld be given their ‘
Notechni- |

| Pension Office or otherwise may atiach to a |

| word, or 10 an expression, is to obtain. snd the

rule lnid down by the Executive that * pension
{ laws should be liberally administered as meas-
| ures of benevolence in behalf of worthy bene-

| ficinries” may be a sonnd role of constraclion

but if §t is, it is at least met by another rule of |
luw, that statates conferring new rights are to |

be striclly construed, and especially is this troe
| whore the slatute isnot in aid of any contract,
| express or implied, with the beneficiary namod
If this bill did embrace sll who are eribed
| in the President’s interpretation of it, this com-
mittee wonld still favoer its PAsSAZC, for those
he deseribios are such as are, to say the least of
it, in & noecdy condition, and we are nol pre:
pared to refuse a pension even to them, if one
15 needed to pi\‘t‘ a8 comflortable living
Wo regard the strained interpretation puat

de

upen the bill in the message as an excuse rather
thau a resson for returning it to the Hous ,and
wi believe we do no Lll'l!lh'fic-' to the Executive
whon cousidering the whele message 16 say that

if its provisions had been plainer, and that no
as to whether it

question conld have been mised

incindod ounly those unable to labor, that he
would have yel interpoged oljeclions He
BANE

“1f none should be pensioncd under this bill
exeet these atterly uuabide to Il
fied that the eost stated would be many times
maitiphed, and with a constan! mcrease from
VAT 1o yeal

{ The cost veferved to by him has jost been
statod ot 54,762,120 per annum, and the num-

e of persans to be ewabraced i that estimate,
23,105, Aud arain he says:
the history of the country hss it been proposcd
to render Government aid toward the support
ol uny of its soldicrs based alom upni & mili-
tary serviee so recont, and where age and cir-
cumstances soem so little to demand it”

Il ihe ostiwmate reforred to 1s too small, so that
it wouid be multiplied many times, il can be said

| that the mumnber of soldiers who could be reach-
od by this bill, who are totally unuble to work,
aud who are depondent upon their daily labor
for support, is about 100,000 ; for i vur estimale
| is multipliod by three, which o rtainly is not
| too muny, then the appalling fact is reached
that so many of the hervie men who have suf-
fored for their country's sake ure
lutely noedy snd totally unable to work.

.
LMY

| those

|

or 1 am satis- |

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE: WASHINGTON, D. C., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1887

sion thereunder shall be determined by the
respective courts of the locality in which the
applicants resided.

Under this act 22,297 applications, in accord-
ance with its provisions, were filed in the De-
partznent, but, so far as the records show,
20,455 only were allowed.

Oa May 15, 1525, Congress enlarged the pen-
sion provided for by the aforesaid act of March

18, 1518, to the full pay of officers nud soldiers |

of the Coutinental line,
benefited the oflicers.
The next legislation with reference to Revo-
lutionary soldiers' servioe pensions was had in
1532, when, under the act of June 2, of that
year, full-pay pensions, without regard to finan-
cial condition, were grante d to all, ¢ }:n'pl for-

This increase largely

eign oflicers, who served for two years, and to |

whio served at loast six months an amount
proportionate, according to the leagth of their
SCTrvice.

From the best information obtainable there
were, during the recognized period of the war
of the Hevolution (April 18, 1775, to April 11,
1953, 3,791 colistiaents,
ever, includes re-elistments and transfers and
therefore does not ropresent the actaal number
of individuals engaged in said war., It may be
safe to say that 165,000 jpdividuals served at
one period or the other during the war. The
number of invalid pensions granted by the
General Government on account of disability
coutracted in said war was small, 2,513 only
being on record, This is explained, however,
by the fact that prior to March 23, 1792, the
pensions found to be due to an invalid, under
the regulations established by the President,
wore paid by theState to which hisservices were

{ eredited,

o+ before in |

The President takes oceasion to remind Con-
gress of the fallacy of the estimale made by
the Committee on Iuvalid Pensions on section
2 of the bill under consideration as to the
probable aunual eost of the pensions provided
theroin by referring to the estimate madoe by
Mr. Bloomfield, of New Jersy, Chairman Com-
mittee on Revolutionary War Pensions, in De-
cember, 1517, roegarding the probable number of
beneficiaries under the bill proposing to grant

| & pension to the indigeut survivors of the war

of the Revolution,
In justice to this committee it may be stated
that while its estimate was largely based upon

| ofticial data, and other reasonably reliable in-

now abso- |

This consideration causes us to stand more |

firmly for the proposition embodied in the sec-
| oud section of e llhl_ because, r'nl.‘(‘wlili',: that
| our estimate is oo low, and that the number
| mtierly vuable to work is larger than was here-
tofore estimated, then thore that moch
| stronger reason for giving the relief; that many
more are 1o be found of (using the language of
the President, taken from his lust annoal mes-
suge) “"those whoe have servod their country
long and well and are reduced 1o destitution
and dependence, not a8 an incident of their
service, but with advancing age throngh sick-
ness or misfortune,” And we have
| * tempted by the contempiation of such & con-
| dition,” and are yet tempted more strongly
when we cousider the fact that we have pot
fully rcalized the foll extent of suflering now
being nudergone by those heroes, ' to supply
relief,” and 1if we were wrong in our estimate
we submit that we are supplicd now with a
| ronger reason than ever before for the passage
{ of this bill notwithstanding the objections of
the Executive.
But it is urged that some unworthy ones
would be benofited by this bill. "essibly so,
and so under any general law, vo matter how

is

formation, the estimate of the Chairman of the
Commitiee on Revolutionary Pensions at the
time referred to, sceins to have no foundation

| whatever, except such a8 his own limited

|

been |

knowledge, contined to his own locality, could
afford.

He based his estimate upou the then to him
kuown survivors of the officers of the New
Jersey Brigade, 20 in number, out of a total of
160, who he states served insaid brigade ; which
he considered a fair guide as to the proportion
of surviving oflicers in other States, and, as he
believed, the whole number of oflicers during
the war to have been 2,720, there were then
living 340, one-tenth of whom, or 34, would ap-
ply for pension. Me further estimated the

| number of eulisted men in the service at the

| cluse of the war at 17,000, one-tenth of whom,

or 1,700, he believed were then living. He

| further believed that one-fifth of that number,
| or 340, would try to avail themselves of the pen-

sion provided by the bill, making a total of
officers and eulisted men as probable bene-
ficiaries, J74.

Admitting, for sake of argument, the state-
ments made by Mr, Bloomficld that there were
17,000 deaths in the army doring the war and

| that there were only 17,000 men in the army

| you might attempt to guard it, great abuses |

might arise, As to the length of service, it 18
coutended that as only three months’ sorvice is
| reyuired, some who had scen little,
| service conld take advautage of ils provisions,
Yol upon the other band, thoussuds and tons
of thousands of men who enlisted for only three
| months ssw some of the most arduous and dun-
gerons service of the entire war, and the injury
that results to one who guits the acelul voea-
tions of life to undergo Lhe trying ordeal of an
setive military service is most likely to follow
from the
frowm u period of his service later, when be has
become inored Lo it
| The same process of reasoning adopted by
the Exccutive in support of this objection
would bave oblained against every general
statule that pow gives a pension or ever did
| give one. More than all that, this bill is in-
| tonded 1o rolieve those who ecaunot prove a
peusion claim under the present laws; men
who saw ficld service and who made no hospital
| records Those who wmade hospital records can
pow couvenlently use thew to procure reliell
They have no ditlicalty in going through the
| Pension Office upon their hospital records, and
u lurge share of such soldiers are pensionel,
| while the man who was always in bis place in
| the ranks and can now show no disability by the
| rocords that was suflicient to keep him frowm
duoty, but asold age comes on beging to feel the
strain put upon him by the fact that he waus
always ready to roport * present for duty,” is
! loft to suller, and for him we supply no relicf.,
It passes the comprehension of this commit-
toe to undersitand how the President
have overlovked in another bill what
alleged as faults in this Lill,
to passed the House on the samo day this did,
and met with his unhesitating approval. It is
| the bill 1o give ponsious Lo Lhe survivors of the
war with Mexico, ete. Under that bill if one
who was a soldier in that war, and is now under
G2 years of age, applies he must allege and
| prove some degice of dopendency, no wmat-
ter how slight, quite vague and indefilnite, and
| any degree of disabilily is sullicient, no matter
[ how incurred, exeept in the military service

could
wWas

| .t 2 . 2
be worth millions he need only show G0days

servioe ; he need not have been in actual en-
| gagement with the cocmy, or subjected to any

of the actaal daugers of war, or even that ho

shonld bhave been in Moxico, or on the coast or
| frontier theroof ; it is suflicient if be bad been
on route theroto:
I'rl" IRIONK Imore

persons than are to be bone-
[ fited by the bill now under consideration.
It grauts the pension to every soldier over 62
| yoears of age without any condition to his cir-
cumstances or necessitics, and without requir-
| ing auy dissbility s the result of servioe, even
{ though he be & Member of Congress drawing a
sulury of 55,000 per annum. It gives a peusion
| 1o every soldier undey 63 years for any disa-
| L;]il_\', evon il the ilm!llr.'i.l_\‘ resuifed since his
sorviee and from his own vicious habits or gross
careclossness, and for this he gets 25 while the
Union soldier for the same disability recvived
| in the line of doty and while in the service
would get perhaps only §2; and it gives a pen-
| slon to every widow of a soldier in that war
who is now G2 yeurs of age, whether sho was
the wife of the soldior or not &t the time of his
| service, without refercnce to the cause of his
| death, even if he was killed in battle while
| serving in the Coufederate army.
This committoe would rejoioe if there could
even now be found some indefilnite vagueness
| o Intont smbiguity in the Moxican peunsion

earlier months of Lis serviece than |

Il any, b I\l |

at the close of the war, we fail to find in what
mauner he accounts for the other 275,791 en-
listments during the war, as shown by oflicial
statistics,

Estimating that by that number euly 150,000
individual persons are represented, and that
threo-fourths of that nnmber rendered during
dilferent periods of the war the requisite nine
wonths' service under the act, there were lost
sight of, in this so-called estimate, 112,500 sol-
diers, Following up Mr, Bloomficld’s calcula-
tion, 11,250 of that number would bhave been
alive at the date of his speech, and 2,324 would

This number, how- |

| this measure,

| the eonstruction given by the Commissioner of

| money expodicncy, it scems to your committes
{ that this surplus will be best restored to them

have been the number of expected applicauts |

instead of 374. Dut were his estimates in any
parficular based upon what could then be
decemed suflicient ground therefor? Oaly 34
years had elapsed since the close of the war,
Presuming that the total individual enlist-
ments were only 165,000, and that 17,000 died
during the war, 145,000 survived the same.
According to Mr. Bloomfield's statements, one-
tenth only of the survivors were supposed to
be then living. Tustead of 2,010, as he wonld
make us believe, there wounld have been 14,500,

| But that he estimatoed Lthe losses by death at an

entirely too high and unnwarrantable rate is
sell-evident. No recoguized mortality tables
warrant such an extraordinary caleulation. If
the mortality smong the 145,000 presumed sur-
vivors reached 12 per thousand aunvually for
the first 20 wears, we find 112,450 survivors in
the year 1803, and 20 per thousand for the re-
maining 14 years, 80,994 would have been the
number of survivors in the year of Mr. Bloom-
field's remarkable estimate of 374. This esti-

| mate is in keeping with recognized authorities

The bill we refer |

aguinst the United States: and no matter if he |

| the legislator of to-day.

and it embraces within its |

| munication, not only cheap but rapid,

on the sulject, and borne out by the fact that
#8 heretolore stated, 22,297 of the soldiers of
that war presented themselves before the courts
of their respective counties, under the act of
1518, 1,200 under the act of 18525 and 39,208
under the act of 1532,

This committee does not desire to guestion
Mr. Ricomfield’s honesty of purpose in his ex-
planation of the cost of his bill. He evidently
had overloocked the fact that
benefit a large number of ex-soldiers whose
term of service had expired before peace was
declared. Again, the facilities for making esti-
mates in a matter, under the most favorable
clicumstances, necessarily involved in more or
less doubt, were not of the charncter afforded
The country was in
its infuney. The stage-conch was the only
mweans of travel, the post the only means of
communication. Either was expensive and
tedions, and little ealculated to promote inter-
eourse and communpication with persons living
in remote places or any considerable distance.
Soldiers’ Reunions of to-day would have been
an impossibility, while 4th of July gatherings,
to which Mr, Bloom{ield referrad, were necessa-
rily limited to these who lived within a dis-
tance ol a few miles,

The young seldier of the Revolution who
left his hiome in the East to seck his fortune in
the then bhardly known western part of the
country, was soon lost sight of by his former
comrades. This undoubtedly was the case
with thousands. To-day the railroad, the tele-
graph and the cheap mail reach nearly every
neighborhood throughont the United States,
allording fucilities for intercourse and com-
The
New Eoglund soldier who since the close of the
late war has settled in the far West is enabled
to attend the Keunion of his old regiment in

| his native town without much expeouse or loss

lnw that would enable the President tosay that |
these results were not foreseen by bim when |

| bhe was approving the one sud contemplating a
veto of the other,
The bill we presented to the House was broad,
liberal and patriotic. It strock down any dis-
burmoent from the pension list on account of
any servies aguinst the flag, excepting such
pesrons us were laboring under political disa-
| bilities. It was intended to rench mainly the
| survivors of our eivil war who had fought for
{ Lthe Union, but it embraced within its generous
terms the survivors of the war of 1512, the
Indisn wars, and the war with Mexico—all
who could show that they were totally unable
to labor wnd were dependout upon their daily
labor for support could appesl to its provisions,
and all were to be treated exactly alike, If
this bill fails to become a law, such distinctions
| are made by the act of the Exocutive in ap-
| proving one and disapproving the other that

Lthe committes canuot believe it will be indors-

ofl suywhere by the patriotic sentiment of this

country.

~ luasmuch us the bill under considerstion Las,

in a measure, bosn trested by the Exocutive

45 & service pension bill only, and par-
| ticular reforence has boen made by him in Lis
| volo message 10 the first legislation had by
| Congress under which the soldiers of the war
olution became pensioners regurd-
less of disability contracted in the service and
| line of duty, it is decmed proper in this con.

vection to give & brief history of such logisla-
tion, and to present such facts in connection
y be pertitent to the malter
ration,

On March 18, 1818, Congress passed an act

grauting pensions to the surviving oflicers and
| soldiers of the war of the Revolution, who, “ by

U all degroes | reuson of their reduced circumstances in life,
r:wof | shall be in need of assistunce from their country

]l w
2, upon the degree of physicul disability, aund
o the extent il disables the peusioner, for what ?

| for support.” The only requirement under the

act was nine months’ serviee during or at the
close of the war. The rate of peusion pro-
vided in ssid act was §20 per month in cases of
officers, and $8 per month for enlisted men.
The act further provided that the tite o pon-

of time. The preseut whercabouts of nearly
nll thesurvivors of the war of the rebellion are
known to the Government.

Without any desire to discuss Lhe relative
distincliveness of the act of 1518 and the bill
under consideration, it is evident that the
former was not subjocted to that strict interpre-
tation that pension laws at this date receive at
the hands of the proper authorities, or would
have been subjected to had the power to de-
termine the werits of cach individual case
been placed in the Government instead of the
local court ollicers. It is true that undertho
provisions of the act of 1518 claimants were
not required o prove “total inability to pro-
cure their subsistence by daily lubor " in addi-
tion to their dependence upon such labor for
their support, but that, even ander the more
liberal provisions of that aet, many, throngh
favoritism, by misrepresentations and other
disreputable devioes, were adjudged indigent
there can be no doubt, for it is hardly possible
that one out of every four of the susvivors,
“ by reason of his reduced circumstances in
life,” needed the nssistance of his conntry for
support at an average age of 55 years,

The committes have after long and patient
labor exhausted every meauns at their command
to ascertain the probable number who would
be beneficiaries under the second section of this
bill. Gen.J. C. Black, Commissioner of Pen-
sions, Just yoar, with great care aud labor, made
8 spocial effort to learn the exact number of
persons who had st any time been in the mili-
tary service of the United States and who are
pow supported wholly or in part by public
charity. For this purpose he caused carefully-
prepared blanks to be soutl to every county in
the Nation. Reports were roceived from 36
States and seven Territories, includiug the Dis-
trict of Columbia, These reports he has fully
aund carefully tabulated, and from the dats thus
seoured he coucludes that the total number of
soldiers now in the poorbouses and other ehari-
table institutions, not including the Soldiers'
Homes muintained by the General Govern-
went, cannotl exeeed 0,000,

This includes some who have served in tho

tegular Army in time of peace, and who wonld
not therefore be entitled to any of the benefits
of this act, Your committec are of the opinion

i

| citizens to military service was so great that
the bill would

-

5

that this number constitutes at least one-third
of those who would be pliced upon the pension
roll under the provisious of this bill, and this
opinion is strengthened by a careful and elabo- |
rate examination of reports of the Commis-
sioner of Pensions for several years past, and a
carcful comparisou of tables submitted in such
reports. But to guard against any possibility
of nuderestimating, they have piaced thenum-
ber at three times 1hat given by the Commis-
doner, making the total number 27,000, the
sunusl cost of which would be about $4,000,000, |
allowing the fall pension to all. But the statis-
ties obtained show that of the 9,000 so estimated
to bo dependent 1,200 are now receiving pen- |
sions of some amount, and 1,500 are reported in- |
sane or blind, It ishighly probable that many

are now receiving the full amouut allowed by

It is proper to add in this connection that
the smount of pensions paid under the pension
Inws, excopt where the rate is fixed for a specific
l“-.‘n‘-i“'__\.', !lt'i" nds to n cnr:‘-i-l--r;;hlc extent
upon the report made by the Examining Boards
of Surgeons and the decisions of the Medical
Rl:‘rt;r:'l'.- of the I't'!i.-;ull (N‘Ill‘n', and nlso upon

r : .
it"ll'\llﬂlw.

e e —— e ———

If the benefits of this act are re-
siricted to a total inability to procure a subsist-
ence by daily labor, your committee are confi-
dent the amount required would not exceed
the estimate hercin made, It is true that * cost
shonld not be set against a patriotic duty or
the recognition of aright,” The duty to pro-
vide for those soldiers now in want, or who are
either inmates of our almshouses or who are
cared for by private beneficence, scems to be
clear and indisputable. No consideration of
probable cost should be allowed to come be-
twoen them and the relief which they are en-
titled to reccive from a country which they |
have helped to save.

The cost as estimated by your committee was
not excessive, and was well within the means |
of the Government. Bat if it should happen
that the cost should be largely increased by
addition to the list of many more than was es-
timated, the eountry is well able to eare for
them. The system of taxation which has ex- l
isted since the war, and which Congress h:h‘i
manifested no disposition to interfere with, |

i

produces a revenue far beyond that which is |
necossary to carry on the Government econom-
ically administered. This surplus is eonstantly
on the inerease, and is a standing temptation
fur every kind of device toagain get it into eir-
culation among the people. This eommittee
has nothing to sav as to the immediate neces-
sity for fortifying our barbors and consts, nor
as to the amount of expenditure requisite for
such an undertaking, nor have they any special
fuult to find with the ercction of public build-
ings whenever the publie convenience require
them, nor yet do they eriticize the large
amounts annually expended in the improve-
ment of the rivers and harbors of the country.

But it is a patent fact that no such schemes
would be entertained in many instances, nor
such large amountsexpended in these directions
were it not for the large and constantly inereas-
ing surplus in the Treasury—a surplus which
there will be no way of returning to circulation
among the people after the payment of the 3
per cent. bonds, now nearly completed, and be-
fore the maturity of the bonds becoming due
in 1891, except by appropriations for some pur-
pose. Dismissing the question whether a pen-
sion is a gratuity, which the President in a
formwer message says it is nol, and accepting his
definition in his present message that itisa
charity, and not considering it nocessary to
present purposes exactly to define whether a
pension is a gratnily or a charity, or simply an
expression of gratitade from the peopleto those
who have in times past been their defenders, |
and reducing the whole question to one of |

in the manner proposed by this bill.

No bonded interest or huge monopolies can
claim it as their own, and share it among them-
selves according to the strength of their * com-
bine,” It will go among the people in small
amounts and will be spent in their midst. It
will be returned directly to those from whom it
Iargely ecame. Your committee has thus far
failed to receive any expressions of disapproval
of this bill from soldiers or army organizations;
on the coutrary they hearlily approve of it, as
indeed they should, for it was framed at their
instance and in accordanee with the necessitics
of cases constantly brought to the notice of this
commitiee and clasimiog their attention. So
far a5 they have been able to gather public
sentiment on this gdestion, the opposition to
the bill seems to be strongest in moneyed con-
ters in which all water which does not turn
their mills is considerad as worse than wasted,

Your committee has no means of ascertaining
what bonded indebtedness is still “ resting on a
great majority of Northern Counties and cities
on account of the large local bounties paid our
soldiers.”” So faras the knowledge of theirown
districts goes, this indebtedness has been paid
long since. No molivesof patriotism were con-
cerned in the creation of this debt, A draft
was imminent, which would have swept into
the army the rich-and poor, without draw-
ing any nice distinclions of any character

The Counties, Townships and the

whatever.
cities, therefore, decided for themselves, and
on their own motion, that they would prefer
to pay bounties and raiso their quota rather
than have their citizenus subjected to the drag-
net of the draft. If any Couunties, Townships
or cities are yet oppressed by the debts erceted
in this way, it is because the aversion of their

they were willing and anxious to pay extra-
ordinary bountics to those who were willing to
go in their places.

It was a bargain all around, and neither party
to it is entitied to any special sympathy or con-
sideration. It is undoubtedly & " source of
pride and congratulation to the American citi-
zen that his conntry is uot put to the charge
of maintaining a large stauding army in times
of peace,” and it is also to be regretted * that
we are now living under a war tax which has
been tolerated in peacelul times to meet the
obligations incurred in war.,” Your committee
regret that they are not able lo suggest a way
of escape from the expenses incurred in the
prosecution of war. An army is not & necessity
in times of peace, and the expense of maintain-
ing one ean be dispensed with, but to earry on
a war with any degres of success an army is
necessary, aud all the unusual expense conse-
quent upon its equipment and support must be
incurred, to be paid for when peace and pros-
perity are again restored. Tho era of universal
peace not yel bhaving arrived, we must con-
tinne to fight first and pay afterward.

Your committee has no desire to discuss all
the points alluded to in the message of the
President, but they feel constrained to allude
to that portion of a former message in which
he says: ** 1 cannot rid myself of the conviction
that if these ex-soldiers are to be relieved, they
and their cause are entitled to the benelit of an
enactment under which relicf muay be claimed
us a right, and that such relief should begrant-
ed under thesauction of law, and not in evasion
of it; nor should such worthy objects of care,
all equally entitled, be remntted to the nnegual
operation of sympathy or the tender mercies of
social and political influence with their unjust
discriminations,”

The experionce of your committee has brought
them into hearty accord with these views of
the President, and largely in accordance with
his suggestions they framed a bill which they
then Lhought, and still continne to think, will
best accomplish the ends proposed. They are
of the opinion that the bill, iff interpreted by
the ollicers of the Yension Bureau, or by any
one in sympathy with its object, will fully
meet the cuse. They are also equally well
aware that to those who are opposed to pension
legisiation wo bill, however frumed, can escape
misconstruction and misiuterpretation,

The President suts:

* Recent personal obsegvation and experience
constrain ms to refer to unother result which
will inevitably foilow the passage of this bill,
It is sad, but nevergheless troe, that already in
the matter of procuring pensions thers exists a
widespread disregard of truth and good faith,
stimulated by those who as agents undertake
to establish claims for pensions, heedlessly en-
tered upon by thel expéctant beneficiary, and
encouraged, or at least not condemned by those
unwilling to obstruct g neighbor's pluns.”

Your committee do not share in the opinion
that “there exists a widespread disregard of
truth and good fuith” in the prosecution of
pension claims. Nor do we beliove that the
ex-soldiers of the country are prone to commit
fraud, perjury, and subornstion of perjury for
that purpose or for any other. If, however,
such be the fact, it dees not appoear to be pro-
dgctive of result in the successful issue of
fraudulent claims in any appreciable degree.

The late Commissioner of Pensions, Hon. W.
W. Dudley, in an annual report, says that with
the most searching investigution of all cases of
suspected fraud the result showed that in the
number of allowed claims one-tenth of 1 per
ceut., or one in each thousand only, of allowed
cases were fraudulent. With the present large
force of Special Examiners in the field, charged
with she duty of reporting to the office any

evidenee, even of a hearsay character, that
tends to show a claim to be fraudulent, the op-
portunity to procure a frandalent pension, or
to enjoy one after it is procured, secmus o be re-
duced to the minimum,

No pension attorney or other claim agent
has ever advoeated this bill before this com-
mittee or spoken in its favor to a single mem-
ber thercof. Indeed, the paltry fee of &5 al-
lowed for the prosecution of claims under it

| offefs no inducement to them. They perfer to

coufine their business to the more profitable

| ehannel of $25 fees now allowed under the gen-

eral law; and for that reason wouald mther not
see this bill become a law. This is the free-will
offering of the commitiee to the soldiers of the
eountry, uninfluenced in any degree by claim
agzents, and brovght about by the needs of those
it proposes to beunefit, as we have beea brought
to Kknow them. It is not elaimed that it goes a3

far a8 very many desired it should go, but it is |

at least n good start in the right direction,

In coneclusion, we sabmit that the general
tone of the message 3 to be fairly taken as an
expression in advance of a purpose to use the
Exeentive power to prevent any further legis-
Iation that will add any new class to our pen-
sion list, or that will materially inerease the
cost thereof, and based upon the ides that the
country is against iL.

We are aware that there is asentiment of
that kind, but insist that it is not a controling
one. Wae are loth to believe that the people of
this country are willing to allow the defenders
of the Nation's honor and life to live in their
deelining years in misery and waont, and that
they would prefer that those who make their
laws shonld err upon the side of mercy rather
than upon the side of a too rigid economy inthe
expenditure of the public money in that diree-
tion, and if more taxes, or even a different kind
of taxes, are neecessary to meet this demand it
would be cheerfully paid by the people.

Holding fast to these views of our duties as
legislators, and with a cheerful willingness to
answer here and elsewhere for the results of
honest Inbors to relieve the indigent soidiers
of our common country in every scction of if,

coming as they do from many wars in which |

we have been engaged, and with every confi-
denee of a right verdict npon the whols matter,
we submitour bill again for the judgment of the
House,and ask for it the most rizid eriticism, be-
lioving it will tend to strengthen rather than to
weaken it. We recommend, without a dis-
senting voice in this committee, that the bill
do pass notwithstanding the objections of the
President.
T |
Comrade John C, Taylor, No. 17 Allen Place,
Hartford, Conn,, will employ a few comrades to
exhibit his real war rviews, actunl photographs
made “at the front” from 1561 to '65, Write
to him for particulars.
——

Eye Sargery.

During the last 14 years 1,062 cases of eatar-
act were operated at the Maryland Eye aud Ear
Institute, 103 Mt. Vernon Place, DBaltimore,
Md., by Dr. George Reuling, Surgeon in charge,
Of this number 930 were perfectly sucecessful ;
that is, 56 in every 100 were able to ses well in
the distance and to read fine print after the
operation; 96 had suflicient vision to walk
about and attend to ordinary business, and only
43 were not benefited sufliciently for any prac-
tical purpose. This shows to what great per-
fection the present mode of eataract operation
has been brought.

-
A Wedding.

A charming wedding took place at the home
of Comrade Cavanah, Cleveland, O, on Jan.
22 when his daoghter, Miss Mattie, was united
in marriage to Fred D. Leslie, of the Cleveland
Journal. The ceromony was performed by
Rev. Dr. Haven, and the young couple were
most handsomely remembered by their friends
in the way of elegant and useful articles, pie-
tares, silverware, ete., for their new home.

AYER’

Cathartic
I the Liver be- PI LLS
comes torpid, if the E

bowels are constipated, or if the stomach
fails to perform its functions properly, nse
Ayer's Pills. They are invaluable.

For some yvears I was a victim to Liver
Complaint, in consequence of which I
suliered from General Debility and Indi-
gestion. A few boxes of Ayer's Fills
restored me to perfect health.— "W, T.
Brightney, Henderson, W. Va.

For years I have relied more upon
Ayer's Pills than anything else, to

Regulate

my bowels. These Pills are mild in ac-
tion, and do their work thoroughly. I
have used them, with ﬁood effect, in
cases of Rhenmatism and Dyspepsia. -
G. F. Miller, Attleborough, Mass.

Ayer's Pills cured me of Stomach and
Liver troubles, from which I had suffered
for years. I consider them the best pills
made, and would not be without them.
— Morris Gates, Downsville, N. ¥.

T was attacked with Bilions Fever,
which was followed by Jaundice, and
was so dangerously {1l that my friends
despaired of my recovery. Icommenced
taking Ayer’s Pills, and soon regained
my customary strength and vigor.—
John C. Pattison, Lowell, Nebraska.

Last spring I suffered greatly from a
troublesome humor on wy side. Inspite
of every effort to cure this eruption, it in-
creased until the flesh became entirely
raw. I was troubled, at the same time,
with Indigestion, and distressing painsin

The Bowels.

By the advice of a friend I began taking
Ayer's Pills. In ashort time I was free
from pa]u, my food digested properly, the
sores on my budy commenced healing,
and, in less than onemonth, I was cure
— Samuel D. White, Atlanta, Ga.

I have long used Ayer’s Pills, in my
family, and beliove them to be the bess
pills made.— 8. C. Darden, Darden, Miss,

My wife and little girl were taken with
Dysentery a few days ago, and I at ouce
began giving them small doses of Ayer's
Pills, thinking I would call a doetor if the
disease became any worse. In a short
time the bloody discharges stopped, all
pain went away, and health was restored.
- Theodore Esling, Richmond, Va. 1

b J -
Ayer’s Pills,*
Prey ared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass.
Sold by all Dealers in Medicine.

"HALT!”
ATTENTION, COMRADES!
WILTE BRONZE

Soldiers” Monuments a Specialty !

THE OSNLY MONUMENTS THAT WILL PRE-
SERVE THE RECORDS,
CLAIMN:

Ist. Gireat Durabhility
20, Artistic and Reautiful
3d. Move for your money than any other

Sugar-Coated

Write for particulars and Ust of those alrendy erected
to either

THE MONUMENTAL BRONZE CO.. Bridgeport, Conn., or
THE AMERICAN WHITE BRONZE CO., Chicago, Il

Mention The National Tribune.
‘ FANTED.—1 want photographs, taken during the
war, of the following-nauned Generals of the Fed-

el Aruy:

R. A. Cameron, C. J. Paine,

C T, Canpleldl, J. W. Phelps,

W, Ik Campbell, F. Sulomosn,

K. F. Unlterson, W. B Sandem

J. Crnlg, L F. 3hiephanld,

T. T. Crittenuden, G, A, Senith,
E. Dumont, F. K Splnola,
L M. Duval, J. H, 5tokes,

J. 4. Gilbert, D, Stuart,

E. Harland, F. 8. Stumbaugh,

M. 8 Hascall, F. T, Sherman,

1. N. ilaynie, H. G. Thomua,

AL Heckang, C. M. Thurston,

C. F. Juckson, J. B. Turchin,

M. K. Lawler, W. Vandever,

M. I, Manson, D I Willimins,

F. A, Nickerson, D. P, Woodtury,

G, Wright,
1 will buy, or exchange for, suy ona of the abave, Or,

Ifany person will loan me any oue of theos, I will copy and
reiurn with as many copies as may be desired.

GEN. ALBERT ORDWAY,
P. 0. Box 453, Washington, D, €.
I_mtion The _!jatluual Tﬂm_

GETTYSBURG. GETTYSBURG. GETTYSBURG,

A NEW BOOK.
THE GREAT INVASION!

OR GEN. LEE IN PENNSYLVANIA.
The fullest, most exact, and most elaborate sccount of
the Getlysburg canpalzn yet written. The result of
twenty yvears of carefal stsly, compurison, and compila~-
tion from all available sources. The only dwthentic Mis-
fory. The Standierd Auwthority. Sold ouly by subseription.
:Jztnu wanted. Liberal terms.  For terms and territory,
1

iress W. J, Shuey, Publi
Mention The Natlona Tribane " DnYten, Ohle,

MecClellan’s Own Story.

In One Volnme, Royal Octavo, of abont 700 Pages.  Elegantly Minstrated.

AGENTS Sae st o cerrne » GENERAL McCLELLAN AGENCY.

THE SEVENTH EDITION NOW READY.

THE BEST SELLING BOOK OF THE TIMES,
THE DEMAND 18 ENORMOUS AND EQUAL IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY,

McClellan, dead, lifts the veil which has concealed the true history of 1861 and 1352,

Or George! This exclamation woas of that  Tectionate femiliarity based on anbounded [ove an lenics
with which great éeenerals have often inspired thetr mes vew York Herndd, &

No man in this country ever avoked such testimonials of pesonnl afeotion from the people, —Jour of Cotae
meree, _ = .

Fixi¢ ot for PArti=En mis hinatiao ar nterference foe 4 e buoer resson, he would lusve emded the i ¥ ward
hefore Lee's surremier al Appoiimt New York Workd,

MoClellnn's nitvre wis fn nuai spects finer than Grant's—New Yark Tribune,

It i3 ey to see now Lhint Me in's plan of reaching Richmoud vis the Juanes [Eiver wn t one from &
military polnt of view. —Clleago TIpes,

1t is & book that will atteact attention aven In this day of memnomble personal volumes,~Clucinnatl Gasotte,

Sold only by subscription. AGENTS WANTED.

CHAS. L. WEBSTER & CO., Publishers,
3 East 14th Street, New York City.

SEEDS jiki

FRUITo~ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE YINES

S

Q

BEST we ever issned, containing the Rarest New and

Chcieest Old- THE STORRS &

g

% OR ANYTHING IN THE NURSERY LINE, without first writing
forour valusble FREE Catalogue, the | 21 LARCE CREENHOUSES

33d YEAR,
1ARRISON

F

700 ACRES,
CO. PANESVILLE. OHIO.

Will be cent FREE toall who writefor it. lbsa
andsome Book of 125 #ey With han-
wils of illastrations, Three Coalored Plates,

snd twilsall about THE BENT sarden, Furm

Bulbs, Planis, Thoreughbred Stock and Faney
describes RARE NOVELTIES o VEGETABLES and
LOWERN, of renld value, which cannot be obtaned elsewieom. Send

address on B ’ posial for the most compiete Cntnlogne pubiished, 1o

i W. ATLEE BURPEE

mnd Flower
Poultry. t

WE PRIDE
OURSELVES!

On not having had an misnccessiul agent.

SEND AT ONCE FOR PARTICULARS TO

J. GIBSON BROWN, 47 Gramd St,
Jersey Citg,_NL

A PURE AND CLEAR

COMPLEXION

West 63d Se, Indy writes: VI found Dr. Camp-
bell's Arsenie Complexion Wafers accomplislied all you
gunrantesd they would do. T was delleate from the
effeets of malaria, could not sléep or eat, and had a
‘WRETCHEDCOMPLEXION, but NOW all is changed,
I not only sleep and eat well, but my complexion ts the
envy and talk of my lndy fricwds, You may refer o me,

) Mirs T
Prepared only by

JAS, P. CAMPBELL, M. D,

146 West 16th Street, New York.

Mentlon The Nativand Tribune,

ARE YOU MARRIED?

If voux are NOT, youu should at once |oin this Society
which pays (s mwmembers 310 or 0o al arriage
Ower Lk are now members, and 18 is growing at the mile
of ovir | wh manth )
I 1S THE LARGENT, most populive and ONLY 8UC- |
CESSFUL sOCTETY of the kind that has ever existed,
It is focorporabed under the Laws of the State of Minne-
solliy, and it s abs lately safe. Tt was organbeaed Deg
pesg, anek hes metnbers in nearly every Stare
Lo not e
N.

| —

\GOLD WATCHES!

FREETOALL!

In 1888 we gve nwny over one milllon of
: cur besutiful earos and semap plets
Wa have the pretticss lot of
Sunday School, Kewnrd, Birthe
A Any, Friogoed sad Viiing Cardsy
% Horap Pletures o
mnd Fonoy Tis-
sua 'm;wr-i of
any lious=sinthe
trmde. Tolntro-
duce samples at once wo make thi
lbernl offert Tho persen telling
n8 the longest vares in the Bitle hefore Nareh 15, will
reuve & yv's Wateh worth §60: Seild Geld, Huont
Inig Cace, Memy winding. 1€ there be more Lhan one cors
roct answaor, the second will recelvo aGentleman's Geold
Wateh, Hunting case, Stem winding, worth é:thethird
n Solld Silver wateh worth #25 the fours oa Gold FPine
tsiied watrh: each of the next ten an opensfare Niekel
walkvn, ose L ote. instlveror stampe with Yourans
awar, for wiiich we willsend you o pack of samiples of oup
lovoly camlsand serap pletnres, » t'a terms, book witly
150 Instrasionsand a plain GoldRin
male from beavy 18k, pure rle
?:d plate, warranted 5 years, See
theent. Namao this panerand aldress
W. 0, GRINWOLIY & &0, .

15, Posit 0flce Buildiug, Centerbrook, Conie

Menrion The NSational Fribang

Img)roved Excelsior Incubator.
ELF-IIEGL;\TINB. PERFECTLY RELIABLE.

' 15 Gusrasiend 4 hatsh e arge &

fntage of fartile sgge s any

other intotier mats. Handsome
. ", 5
T e

36 cents and #1 per box.

THustreted + Atalgne free 1o those
. who mention this paper. send 1§
SRS SPEN N conts for aur hook on I’u.l['z
e e angs o Raislng 3nd Ariifleiai | wenbasioa.

Champlion Mfg. Cos
QUINCY, ILL.

IABRTIFIWTAL
WITH RUBBER HANDS AND FEET.
The Xost Marmral
Thousnnds in Daily Use,

Wow Patonta & Importast Improvementiss

U. S. Gov't Manufacturer.
H. Pamohlotof 160 Pazas SENT FREEL
A. A. MARKS,
701 Sroadway, Nuw York Citg
Mertionr The Natfonal Tribune

A RICRLY ILLUSTRATED

- ety b Pegua
camfaetalias & Duzalie,

of the Undon,

lny, setud for elrenlurs NOW to

W, MUITAL ENDOWMENT SWITETY,
Bx 546, Minneéapolis, Ming,

Mention The National Tribune.
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ﬁfénlhm The Natlonal Tribune

Atlas =World,25.

192 pages: 34 maps, 80 colored diagrams. Complete |
raliroad map of every State, territary and country |

Mention The L ribuoe
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NeERVERESTORER
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Mentton The Natlvnal Tribune
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A NY person in possession of a sword marked as pres

g sented by the oitivens of Lockport, N, Y., o Capls
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